
Survey of Priddy Nine Barrows
o support an investigation into Linear Barrow Cemeteries on the Mendip
Hills it was decided to undertake a geophysical survey at Priddy Nine
Barrows (ST5385 5167), with the agreement of the landowner and support

from English Heritage with a Section 42 license (number AA/76717/5). The work
was performed as part of a BA dissertation in Archaeology at the University of
Bristol under the supervision of Dr. Paula Gardener and Dr George Nash, in
conjunction with BACAS.

The Quantitative Survey
Initially the dissertation work involved a quantitative survey of barrows and included taking

measurements of distances between adjacent barrows. As many of the barrows are in bad condition
and are seriously denuded this was done by measuring distance from one top to the next. The
barrows surveyed can be seen in Figure 1 and the results from this survey can be seen in the table
Figure 2.

Between the Priddy Nine Barrows group and the adjacent barrow cemetery at Ashen Hill are two
outlying barrows that have always seemed to be an anomaly in the landscape. There have been few
references to these two barrows, described as 'isolated' by Woodward (2002, 79) although for the
record Somerset Historic Environment Record does include the two outliers previously mentioned
in the Priddy Nine Barrows group. The area between the main barrow groups and the two isolated
barrows became the focus of the investigation, see Figure 3. The ground between these two barrows
and the main Priddy Nine Barrows is very disturbed; an area of rough terrain suggests that some
previous activity in the landscape had disturbed the land. There are many minor mounds that may
or may not be the remains of barrows.

Using the measured mean distance between the barrows and applying this to the Priddy Nine
Barrow area using MapMaker, a Geographic Information System, (GIS), it was found that there was
room for precisely three additional barrows between the main monument and the two outliers as
shown within the grid in Figure 4. Thus a walkover survey was carried out to investigate the area
in question. Following the walkover survey it was decided that the best method to verify the
existance of additional barrows was to use a non-invasive Geophysical survey.

TThe question is
could there

have been
12 barrows
at Priddy?

Chris Parker
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Figure 1
The map of the Mendip Hills marking the significant barrow groups.
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Figure 2 above
Table of results from the quantitative survey of seven groups of barrows in the area.

Figure 3 above
The project area between the Priddy
Nine Barrows and the two isolated
barrows to the north.

Figure 4 right
This map indicates the location of the 18
grid layout of the geophysical survey and
the suggested location of the suspected
missing three barrows.



The Geophysical Survey
The instruments and the manpower for this survey were kindly offered by BACAS. We used a

Geoscan Research FM256 Fluxgate Magnetometer and a TR/CIA twin probe resistance meter,
whilst the processing software was INSITE v3 supported by the BACAS in-house download
facilities. Mapmaker software was used together with Digimap to create a GIS mapping of the
area, used in the initial concept investigation.

The geology of the hillside at Priddy Nine Barrows may not be suitable for good magnetic
anomalies, but it was hoped to find signs of ditch and possible cremations.

The magnetometry signals were very weak. Unfortunately, in part due to the severe weather
conditions it was impossible to clean up the results further, but results indicated a possible ring
ditch in grid 5 and some other disturbances. The resistivity survey gave a very different picture,
long strakes heading NW, that suggest lead mining activities in the past, and the possibility that
these activities have probably obliterated the missing barrows.

Of the three suspected missing barrows, the most northern would be under the parish boundary
wall, and even if accessible would be impossible to see with magnetometry because of the
proximity of wire fences. The middle barrow is one the magnetometry has picked up, with
possible indications, via software processing, of the most southern of the three.

Attempts to clean the magnetometer plot by any means, such as filtering or applying zero
median line principles tended to remove the signal as well as the noise. This shows how poor the
signal-to-noise conditions were. A clearer picture could only be obtained by repeating the exercise

under magnetically less noisy conditions and
greater reading density.

As a further exercise several of the magnetometry
images were added together to see if this could
improve interpretation. The result is shown in
figure 5. This seems to show the middle barrow
clearly, but also shows a southern signal, possibly
another barrow, not visible at all in the raw data.

Conclusion
There is much work yet to be done at Priddy Nine

Barrows. For example at the existing
investigation site the magnetometry survey could
be repeated but using a finer granulation i.e. taking
measurements at a greater reading density, say at
least 25cm by 50cm. This could be done with the
existing FM256 or with a Bartington magnetometer.
Of course this should be done under less severe
conditions and the magnetic cleanliness of the
operators enforced assuming that volunteers can be
found again who are prepared to work in the freezing
conditions on the Mendips!
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Figure 5
The stacked magnetometry images.
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