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2 Summary 

 

 

From the 20th July to August 3
rd

 2015 an archaeological evaluation was undertaken  

Jointly by óThe Bath and Camerton Archaeological Society (BACAS)ô and óThe  

Association for Roman Archaeology (ARA)ô at the site of Romano-British óvillaô  

complex at Keynsham in Somerset. The buildings are largely buried beneath the  

Victorian Durley Hill cemetery, the A4175 main road and its embankment. The 

south west corner of the building was located in the adjacent field to the south of this  

Road. 

 

ARA and BACAS applied for permission to B&NES Bereavement Service and  

Keynsham Town Council to carry out a geophysical survey and to excavate a single  

exploratory trench on their property, consultations and advice was also obtained from 

Richard Sermon the Archaeological Officer for Bath and North East Somerset Council. 

 

The results of the geophysical survey suggested that the villa complex and adjacent  

Ancillary building may have intruded or extended into the eastern side of the cemetery  

burial ground and the Victorian curtilage wall have been built over these structures. 

The limited evaluation produced evidence that the site had been subjected to numerous  

phases of robbing which probably occurred in the very late Roman, Medieval and into 

the post medieval period, however, it became clear that further work is required to  

clarify and to hopefully identify the walls and the other features uncovered in this small  

evaluation trench. 
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5 Site Locations, Topography and Geology. 

Durley Hill Cemetery is located at Durley Hill Keynsham Bristol BS31 2AJ (OSNGR 

ST6457369195), approx. 1km NW of Keynsham town centre on the edge of a low lying 

floodplain of the Avon River known as Keynsham Hams, on the lower part of the east-

facing slope of Durley Hill, the general location is shown in figures 1 to 5. 

The site is within a recent extension of Durley Hill Cemetery which is situated to the SE 

of the older part of the town cemetery. The excavation was within an area of maintained 

lawn, with a listed curtilage wall and a line of mature trees to the north-west, the 

embankment of the A4175 main road on the south-west, and an area of modern graves a 

short distance to the east (Fig. 3). 

Approximately half of the area, running in a central strip north to south has already been 

used for burials. The survey was originally carried out in a triangular area in the SW 

corner of the extension; subsequently the others areas of the new extension were subject 

to further geophysical survey where there was only grass with no known interment. 

The Durley Hill Cemetery was laid out and first used in 1877. Within the cemetery is a 

pair of attached Anglican mortuary chapels built in 1877-8 by Charles Davis of Bath. 

These are listed for special architectural and historic interest (list entry number 

1384613). The first internments in the cemetery date from 1920. 

The geological stratum directly below the archaeological deposits consists of reddish 

brown alluvial clay. The British Geological Survey records this underlying bed as 

Keuper Marl. This stratum was formed during the Triassic Period (160-190 million 

years ago). Keuper Marl is really a ñmudstoneò and the marls are usually red or 

chocolate in colour, but they sometimes have green or grey blotches. The redness is 

produced by each component grain being covered by a thin film of iron oxide. Water 

drains from the north west across the site and then into ditches and finally empties in to 

the Bristol Avon 556 metres to the north northeast. 

 

 

Figure 2. General location Map showing the locations of B&NES - Bath and North 

East Somerset. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=map+of+bath+and+north+east+somerset&view=detailv2&qpvt=map+of+bath+and+north+east+somerset&id=2AB5B5FD4F7260D7A5B9A12D3304A4DA042D9A26&selectedIndex=0&ccid=XYJhAtOZ&simid=608036953109299938&thid=OIP.M5d826102d399655cde51fadfc5b565eeo0
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Figure 3. General location of Durley Hill Cemetery. @ 2015 Microsoft 

Corporation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 4. Location of Durley hill 1:25000. @ Ordnance Survey 2013 
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Figure 5. Detailed plan showing the location of the cemetery at Durley Hill 

Keynsham, the site of the excavation is indicated by the red star. 

 

 

 
 

 

Plate 6. Aerial Photograph of Durley Hill Cemetery @ Google 2013 
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6 Archaeological background and previous investigation at or in the vicinity of 

Durley Hill Cemetery including entries from Historic Environment Record (HER 

formerly  SMR). 

 

Prehistoric 

A few early finds have been recovered in the vicinity of Durley Hill including a mid-

Acheulian picrite hand axe in 1965 (MBN1207) and a number of Mesolithic flints 

(MBN3296) from a ploughed field (Palmer, 1965).  The picrite hand axe originated from 

the Shropshire/Powys border area and if traded along the Severn and Avon rivers, 

highlights the historical importance in the Keynsham area of the Avon River as a 

communications and trading route. 

In 1992 a number of trial trenches (MBN8000) were opened by Parry (Parry, 1992) in 

the Hicks Gate area close to Durley Hill and identified as prehistoric. These along with 

the previous Mesolithic finds were interpreted as signs of possible settlement in the 

Mesolithic period.  Further struck flints were recovered from works on the Keynsham 

ring road to the North of the site. 

 

Roman 

The numerous and varied finds from the Roman period in the area have for some time 

been proposed to be evidence that Keynsham was the site of the ólostô Romano-British 

town of Trajectus. Referenced in the 4th Century AD Antoinine Itinerary (Rivet and 

Jackson, 1970) as a town situated between Bath (Aquae Sulis) and Sea Mills (Abonae) 

on the Severn Estuary. 

The name Trajectus is suggestive of a river crossing point, which fits with the location 

of Keynsham Hams and known Roman road locations (MBN10178) north of the Avon. 

In 2012, following redevelopment plans for the former Cadbury Fryôs Factory on 

Keynsham Hams, Bath & North East Somerset Council undertook a large scale 

geophysical survey of the area using resistance, magnetometry and LiDAR techniques.  

The resulting surveys and report (Bath & North East Somerset, 2012) indicated an 

extensive road network, possible surviving buildings and temple complex over a very 

large area (MBN9706) and lend weight to the probability that this is the site of 

Trajectus. 

These developments now offer a wider context for the Durley Hill Roman Villa 

(MBN1208) excavated by Arthur Bulleid in 1924. Bulleid uncovered a very large 3 

sided courtyard building measuring some 64m x 61m extending around most of the 

existing cemetery and chapel buildings and under the road embankment, see Bullied 

suggested plan of the villa and also trenches opened in 1998. 

Dating evidence from the site, coins from Victorinus (265AD) to Valentenian (364-

375AD) suggest the building was constructed in the mid 3
rd

 Century AD and abandoned 

in the late 4
th
 Century. Although we must be mindful of the low standards, especially in 

stratigraphical context, of Bulleids excavation and records. 

 

The most striking feature of the building is the two hexagonal rooms at either ends of the 

western corridor. Both are recorded as having mosaic floors and there is little precedent 

of their form in other villas of Roman Britain 

The survey of Keynsham Hams now indicates a possible road orientated from the 

Trajectus site towards Durley Hill.  

In 1985 limited trial excavations were undertaken in relation to the planned extension of 

the cemetery. The records are of poor quality but indicate that the Roman features 

extended east and were probably associated with the main building. 

A more extensive programme of test excavation was carried out by Avon 
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Archaeological Unit in 1998 (MBN11010). Twelve small trenches were opened across 

the cemetery extension area (the approximate locations of most of these are shown in 

figure 7). Romano-British finds were recovered from many of the trenches and most 

significantly the foundation of a substantial wall  r(approx. 1.5m width) running east to 

west was found with a possible termination and abutting smaller wall running to the 

north. Pottery assemblages suggest a late Roman date but no firm dating evidence was 

recovered. Avon Archaeological unit suggest óéthe remains reflect a major villa 

building comprising both external and party walls. Their presence alone extends the 

footprint of the core villa buildings by some 25mô (Avon Archaeological Unit, 1998. 

Keynsham Cemetery, pp 18). 

 

 

Figure 7. Plan of Durley Hill Villa from 1998 evaluation showing Bulleid (1924) 

plan and position of trenches. 

 

 
 

 

Post Roman 

Keynsham (or Caegineshamme in Old English) is recorded as the burial place of a 

Bishop Heahmund in 817AD. It is likely that an Anglo-Saxon Minster church was sited 

here. 

In the Domesday Book of 1086, Keynsham (now Cainesham) appears as a large and 

prosperous manor with over 100 villagers and smallholders. 

An abbey was established here in 1166, which increased Keynsham regional 

importance. The abbey survived until 1559. 
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7 Research Aims and Objectives 

 

The research aims and objectives as set out in the Project Design and Written Scheme of  

Investigations (Lewcun 2015) were: 

 

 

1 The aims and objectives of the excavation are principally to ascertain the nature 

and quality of a small section of the building revealed by the geophysical survey 

at the south end of the cemetery extension. 

 

2 The excavation will also seek to gather dating evidence for the use and 

abandonment of the building and, if possible, for its construction.  

 

3 In association with the excavation, though not necessarily at the same time, it is 

planned to carry out a geophysical survey in the remainder of the cemetery 

extension, as well as in the field to the south of the main road in order to pick up 

the junction of the south and west wings as found by Bulleid, together with any 

other features which might lie there. 

 

 

8 The Geophysical Survey 

 

A geophysical survey had previously been carried out across certain parts of the 

cemetery by the Bath and Camerton Archaeological Society (see Pratt, G. 2013, 2014a 

and 2014b). 

  

The geophysics carried out by John Oswin and his team in July 2015 attempted to 

survey areas previously not covered by the 2013 to 2014 survey. The 2015 year survey 

concentrated mainly across the new east cemetery extension, but only in areas where 

there was no evidence of interments, the results were achieved using a mixture of 

resistance and resistivity profiling. The results are attached as figure 7, 8 and 9 which 

shows the resistance results and the resistivity profiling can be viewed in figures 10, 11 

and 12.  

 

The results clearly indicate that the Romano-British complex of buildings finished in the 

western edge of the new extension cemetery and did not carry on across that area of the 

graveyard, the geophysical survey however showed anomalies which are suggestive of 

drainage channels and possible walls associated with formal gardens.  

 

Three resistivity profiling surveys were carried out adjacent to the cemetery curtilage 

walls, the limited results suggests that the anomalies found were at a comparatively 

shallow depth, perhaps portraying a spread of masonry from periods of robbing or the 

demolition of the building. 
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Figure 8. Shows the positions of the surveyed 10 x 10 metre grid squares 

 

 
 

Figure 9. Coloured printout of the resistance survey results without grids. 
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Figure 10. Printout of the r esistance survey results in greyscale. 
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Figure 11. Printout of  resistivity profiling (1)  

 

 
 

Figure 12. Printout of r esistivity profiling (2) 

 

 
Figure 13. Printout of r esistivity profiling (3) 
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9 Excavation Methods and Techniques 

 

 

A single trench was opened, the turf was remove by hand and the topsoil was excavated  

using a mechanical earthmover equipped with a toothless ditching bucket. 

 

When significant archaeological remains were identified machine excavation ceased and  

the features were cleaned using hand trowels, a qualified archaeologist monitored this  

process. 

 

All discrete features were excavated to a degree sufficient to establish the extent, 

character and where possible to date the feature. 

 

All features and deposits were recorded using Bath & Camerton Archaeology Society 

pro forma recording systems, with all features and deposits being assigned a unique 

number.  

 

A unique code number (DHX/15) to identify the site was agreed prior to the 

commencement of the excavation. 

 

Trenches were planned at a scale of 1:20. Spot heights relating to Ordnance Datum 

Newlyn will be taken for the top and bottom of all features and trenches. Sections were 

drawn at a scale of 1:10. The Ordnance Datum (OD) height of all principal features and 

levels was calculated, and all plans and sections were annotated with OD heights. 

 

A full photographic record of the investigations and individual features was 

maintained throughout the excavations using a digital camera. 

 

The trench and spoil from the excavations and deposits were scanned by a metal 

detector and signals marked in order to facilitate further investigation of items of 

interest. 

 

Finds were treated in accordance with the principles and practices set out by the 

Institute of Field Archaeologistsô Standards and guidance for Archaeological 

Excavation (revised 2001).  

 

At the completion of the work the trench was reinstated using the excavated soil 

and the turf relayed. 
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10 Recorded Archaeology from the Evaluation Trench (1) 

 

A single rectangular 7 x 2 metres trench was positioned in the south western corner of 

the cemetery and oriented in an east to west axis (see figure 13, 14 and 15) and centred 

on OSG ST364542-169173 with a ground survey height of  42.5 metres above mean sea 

level. 

The placing of this trench was crucial so that it traversed at right angle the structure(s) 

revealed by the geophysical survey (Figure 8 and 9). 

The turf was removed by hand and stacked to one side of the trench. The topsoil (101) 

which consisting of a firm, mid brown silty clay with numerous stones, gravel/grit, a 

good proportion of this context was removed by an earthmoving machine and the rest by 

hand. The remaining deposits were carefully excavated by hand and the contexts and 

 finds recovered were accurately recorded. 

Directly below the overburden was an area of redeposited subsoil (102) up to 0.17m in- 

depth made up from firm to stiff, mid reddish brown silty clay with flints, sandstone 

fragments, pebbles and gravel/grit. Also recovered were iron objects, pottery, tesserae  

and CBM. 

Context (103) firm, dark greyish brown, silty clay which included pennant sandstone, 

CBM, flints, burnt materials and occasional fragments of limestone. Other artefacts 

recovered included Bones, Iron objects, Lead objects, Pottery, Shell, Tesserae and a 

number of small finds S/f 1, S/f 2, S/f 3, S/f 6, S/f 7, S/f 13, S/f 14 and S/f 18. This 

context was very disturbed which suggests that it has been subject to robbing at 

numerous times from the early medieval to the post medieval period. 

The contexts located or recovered to the west of the wall (108) are explained more fully  

below:- 

(104) consisted of a greyish brown to fawn- coloured layer with a spread of medium to  

large stones Consisting of pennant sandstone, white lias and occasional limestone 

fragments some showing signs that they had come into contact with heat, this  

redeposited spread of stones was set in a firm matrix of silty mid brown to reddish grey  

clays, this deposit was  only located in the western end of the trench. Other items  

recovered included bones, pottery, CBM, tesserae and two small finds S/f4 and S/f5. 

(105) was a mixture or very stiff dark brown clays which contained numerous pieces of 

burnt materials, the remains of plaster and mortar was also present, animal  

bones, iron objects, pottery sherds, tesserae and ceramic building material was also  

noted. 

(106) was made up of a spread of sandstone and limestone varying from small to large 

size blocks, some blocks suggested they had been faced and possible came from a wall  

in the immediate area, it was also noted that several of the limestone blocks had been 

subjected to contact with heat as the surfaces were reddened by exposure to fire. 

This stone spread was banked and sloped up to and against wall (108). In and around  

these stones, bones, pottery sherds, tesserae, ceramic building material and two S/f 8 and  

S/f 5 was found. 

A discrete area of friable to firm, mid brown silty clay mixed with a mortar, gravel and 

charcoal fragments (107), which contained bone, iron and lead objects, pottery shell, 

tesserae, ceramic building material and S/f 9. 

Context (110) was a spread of very firm, dark greyish brown silty clay, with inclusions 

of lime mortar, small fragmented sandstone and charcoal flecks, bone iron objects 

pottery, shell, tesserae, ceramic building material and S/f 16. 

In the south western end of the trench was a firm, mid reddish brown, silty clay mixture 

(111) which contained mortar, charcoal, sand and very small fragmented sandstone 

pieces, other items recovered included bone, tesserae and ceramic building material.  

This context appeared to have been caused by water passing into that particular area  
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which over the years has carried small sized objects with it? 

(115) was stiff, reddish brown silty clay with charcoal, small fragmented sandstone  

and limestone pieces. Other excavated items included bone, iron objects, pottery, shell, 

tesserae, ceramic building material and S/f 10 and S/f 20, perhaps the same or similar 

to context (111). 

Directly below (115) was a stone layer (116) consisting of sandstone and limestone  

some worked or roughly faced set in a silty greyish to mid brown clay, no finds 

were recovered from this context. 

(119) Three large roughly hewn stones (not removed) which were located in the 

south facing bulk of the trench and considered ( but not clarified) that they might have  

been the remains of walling, these stones varied in size between 25 to 35cm in length 

 and up to 12cm in-depth and appeared to be set in context (115.) A small number of  

other items were also recovered around these large stones which included bone, tesserae 

 and ceramic building material. 

[127] describes a linear foundation cut for a stone laid drainage channel or soak away, 

 it was cut into the natural reddish clay geology, and was oriented west to east, with 

uneven sides and base and filled by a single context (134) consisting of medium to large 

roughly hewn sandstone blocks which had been used to form a drain or soak away,  

the top layers were missing perhaps robbed away. 

 

Directly below the eastern end of [127] and running under (108) was an irregular shaped  

ovoid depression [122] when exposed measured 60cm in length x 50cm wide and  

had an average depth of 20cm, this feature might have been caused by water seeping or  

percolating out of [127]. 

 

(123)  was the upper fill of [122] and was a dark brown very dense silty clay with sand,  

small stones also tesserae and ceramic building materials were recovered. 

 

(124) the lower or primary fill consisted of friable yellowish brown silt sand with grit 

and gravel a single S/f 12 was also recovered. 

 

The contexts relating to the linear wall and others contexts recovered to the east of this  

walls are explained more fully below:- 

 

[129] was the construction cut for the linear wall and ran through the trench in a north - 

south alignment it was U shaped with sloping sides and a flat base 

 

Context (131) the back top fill of the construction trench [129], made up from a firm, 

dark yellowish to light brown silty clay which included gravel and mortar, it was mainly 

recovered around the top stones of the wall (108). 

 

(120) (125) recovered from the sides of the linear wall were the original fills of [129]  

and appears to be identical in composition, being a friable mixture of yellowish brown  

silty clay with inclusions which included sand, gravel and mortar  

 

(133) was a small deposit of friable, pale brown silty sand with grit, mortar and gravel  

which was only located on the surface of the linear wall stone (108). 

 

(108) was the top surface of stones made up from pennant sandstone and other roughly 

hewn stone some portraying signs that they had been faced or worked. They varied in  

size from 9 x 9 x 5cm to 30 x 19 x 14 cm. The exposed length of this wall measured 3m  

and 60cm wide and up to 40cm in-depth. 
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(117) consisted of large stones in the linear wall (108) used or placed to close off an 

entrance or opening 82cm wide, perhaps a door or window. When this occurred is 

conjectural but could have taken place in the late Roman or early medieval period. One  

of the large stones had a large ammonite fossil on the surface which is a common find  

around Keynsham. 

 

(130) was the lower fill of the linear wall below (108), it was constructed from pennant 

sandstone blocks laid in a herring bone pattern with stones of varying sizes and up to 

70cm in depth, clay was used for bonding these stones. 

 

Below the top three contexts (101, 102 and 103) was a spread of mixed stones (109)  

this included pennant sandstones, white lias and  occasional limestone  

fragments all of varying sizes and shapes, other items recovered were bone, tesserae and  

ceramic building material, this spread of stones suggests a demolition layer perhaps the 

results of robbing the linear wall? 

 

Directly below and under (109) was a soil spread or deposit (112) of a firm, mid brown 

silty clay with lime mortar and small pieces of fragmented sandstone. 

 

(113) was a friable mid brown, sandy soil with grit (25%), lime mortar and small 

fragmented sandstone pieces. This context abutted up to wall (108) but under (109) and  

partially under (114), the only artefact recovered was S/f 17. 

 

Context (114) was a stiff to firm, reddish to mid brown silty clay with small pieces of  

fragmented sandstones, other items recovered included tesserae, ceramic building 

material and S/f 11. 

 

[121] was the cut of an irregular ovoid shaped feature with sloping side and a mostly flat 

base, this appears to be the continuation of the feature [122] recovered from the western  

side of the linear wall. 

 

This deposit (118) was the fill of the ovoid feature [121] and was made up from a friable 

 to firm light brown silty sand which included copious amounts of grit and gravel other 

 excavated items were bones, iron objects, pottery, tesserae and small finds S/f 19, S/f  

21, S/f 22 and S/f 23. 

 

Directly below (109) on the south facing baulk was an area (132), this deposit was a 

firm, mid brown mixture of silty clay with small inclusions. 

Next to and west of (132) and abutting up against wall (108) was a small deposit (128)  

of firm, mid brown silty clay with mortar, sands and the occasional flecks of charcoal. 

 

Below (128) and (132) was a very dense and compact deposit of clays (126), reddish to  

mid brown in colour with bands of grey running through it, this redeposited clay was  

very clean with no inclusions. 

 

(136) was only located on the south baulk of the trench but only in the eastern end of the  

trench. This firm, mid brown silty sand had copious amounts of grit, gravel and charcoal  

flecks and was directly above (135). 

 (135) a dense and very firm, reddish brown clay with no inclusions, although not fully 

 excavated was deemed to be the natural geology. 
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Figure 14. The location of the excavation trench. 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 15. The location of the excavation trench, indicated by the red box, overlaid 

on the results of the geophysical resistance survey at the south end of the cemetery 

extension. 
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Plate 16. Photograph of the trench at the start of the excavation, west facing. 

 

 
 

Plate 17. Photograph of the trench when the linear wall was first exposed, west 

facing. 
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Figure 18. Plan of the trench when the linear wall was first exposed. 
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Figure 19. Plan of the trench with the linear wall and spread of stone demolition. 
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Plate 20. Photograph of the trench when the linear wall was first exposed, east 

facing. 
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Figure 21. Plan of the ovoid features [121] and [122] found to the east and west of 

the linear wall (108). 
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Plate 22. Photograph of the linear wall was first exposed, showing the blocking 

stones, south facing. 
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Plate 23. Photograph of the trench when the linear wall was first exposed, showing 

the blocking stones, west facing. 
 

 

 
 

Plate 24. Photograph of the trench showing the spread of stone and linear wall  

 east facing. 
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Plate 25. Photograph of the linear wall and the spread of stones, east facing. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Figure 26. Plan of the western upper half of the south facing section of trench 
 

DURLEY HILL ROMAN COMPLEX  

Section 1/3 

South facing section of trench. 

Scale 1:10 

Drawn by M.Lewcun 

August 2015 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

29 

Figure 27. Plan of the eastern downhill half of the south facing section of trench 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 28. Plan of the eastern downhill half of the north facing section of trench 
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Figure 29. Plan of the western upper half of the north facing section of trench 
 

 
 

 

Figure 30. Plan of the linear wall, east facing  
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Plate 31. Photograph of the linear wall, east facing  

 

 
 

 

Plate 32. Photograph of the linear wall, east facing 
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Plate 33. Photograph of the linear wall and the baulk side of the trench, north 

facing 

 

 
 

Plate 34. Photograph of the linear wall and the baulk side of the trench, south 

facing 
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Plate 35. Photograph of the linear wall, the drainage stones or soakaway and the 

spread of stone, north facing 

 

 
 

Plate 36. Photograph of the drainage stones or soakaway and the spread of stone, 

south facing. 

 

 

 

 
 


