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Excursion No 2:  Saturday 19th May 2018 (Morning)                                    
 

Gloucester Old City Walk 
 
 
Excursion Leader: Roger Wilkes   Phone: 0117 986 5018 
                                                                        E-mail: roger_wilkes@talktalk.net 
                                                                      Mobile: 07763 550999 

 
 
 
Summary 
 
Gloucester was founded as a military fortress on the River Severn in AD 40-50 by the 
Romans and developed into a high status town called Colonia Nervia Glevensis 
(Glevum), until the fall of the Roman Empire and the Battle of Dyrham in 577AD. 
An abbey was founded (on the site of the present Cathedral) by the Mercian King 
Osric of Hwicce when the city was replanned and refortified against the Danes by 
Queen Aethelflaed (daughter of Alfred the Great), as reflected in today’s street 
layout. 
During the reign of Edward the Confessor, Gloucester was one of three cities (the 
others being London and Winchester) where the King held his Great Council 
meetings.  It was at one of those meetings that King William I commissioned the 
Domesday Book! 
Gloucester continued to prosper under the Plantagenet kings - Henry III was crowned 
at St Peter’s Abbey church in 1216 and Edward II was buried at St Peter’s in 1327, 
attracting a great number of visitors and pilgrims the proceeds from which enabled 
the church to be enlarged to resemble the magnificent Cathedral as it is today.  

 

Meeting time and place.  
 
The 90 mins tour will start at 11.00am beneath St Michael’s Tower (Tourist 
Information Centre) at the crossing of North, South East and Westgate Streets.  
 
There are several public car parks in the centre (nearest is Longsmith or Eastgate 
Shopping Centre) but each has different charging rates and time limits.  There is also 
a Park & Ride bus pick-up at Quedgeley, south of Gloucester (every 20-30 mins, 
journey time - about 17mins), stopping at the bus station, not far away. 
 
There are plenty of eating options in the city or you could bring a picnic. 

 
Comfortable, suitable clothes and footwear should be worn, appropriate for a town 
walk and the prevailing weather conditions. 
 
Although the walk will take place on a Saturday morning it will be market day and the 
traffic can be busy so attendees must take great care when crossing roads etc. as 
BACAS cannot be held responsible for any accidents or injuries incurred. 
 

Please remember that you are responsible for your own safety and by 
joining this BACAS excursion you do so at your own risk. 
 
Maximum participants: 25    Latest booking date: 5th May 
Cost: members priority: £10 (until 20th April) – non members:£12  


