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Excursion No 3: Thursday 14th June 2018 (Evening)  

 
Three North Somerset Churches Tour  
 
Excursion Leaders: Bob & Fi Medland   Phone: 01761 452959  

(only to be used on day of visit if necessary)Mobile 07702 537000 
e-mail: hirundo.bm@gmail.com 

 
Summary  
The leaders for the evening, Bob and Fiona Medland, are actively involved with the 
Friends of Cameley Church. We will visit three small village churches on the edge of 
the Mendip Hills. Lying within a five mile radius, they all date from around the 11th 

century, have fine towers, are Grade I or II* listed and are associated with the 
Hippisley family (of Ston Easton Manor) - but there the similarities end. Emborough 
and Cameley churches ‘lost’ their villages in the C18th and are now in the care of the 
Churches Conservation Trust - formerly the Redundant Churches Fund. In between 
we will call in at Ston Easton church. This will be a fascinating visit to some of 
Somerset’s smaller but dramatically contrasting churches, ending with a visit to a 
local hostelry for refreshments.  
 
Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Emborough  
Situated in an open and exposed location on the Mendip Hills this Grade II* listed 
church dates from C12th with later alterations - but it may have Saxon origins. The 
interior has a Georgian gallery and a barrel shaped nave. Externally the crossing 
tower is unusual for so small a church whilst the colour-washed walls replicate its 
pre-Victorian appearance and make it a prominent feature visible from many miles 
around. 
Church of St Mary the Virgin, Ston Easton  
Again Grade II* listed the church can be dated from the C11th with a C15th 3-stage 
tower in classic Somerset style. The most striking interior feature is the Norman 
chancel arch – carefully dismantled and rebuilt as part of a significant rebuilding in 
the C19th by Arthur Blomfield – with some interesting memorials to the Hippisley-
Coxe family of Ston Easton Manor. 
St James’ Church, Cameley  
Highlight of the evening will be this tiny and delightful church, given a ‘2 star’ 
accolade in Simon Jenkins’ Book ‘Thousand best English Churches’ and described 
by Betjeman as a ‘Rip van Winkle church’. Grade I listed, externally its impressive 
C15th red-sandstone tower contrasts with blue lias stone used for the rest of the 
buildings. But it is the interior which is most extraordinary having escaped restoration 
during the Victorian era. As well as having some fabulous wall-paintings dating from 
C12th onwards the pews and other fittings date from the middle ages onwards. We 
will need to allow plenty of time to appreciate fully this extraordinary little church. 
 
Meeting time and place.  
Meet 18:30 at Emborough Church, approx. 1km west of the Old Down cross roads on 
the A37, grid ref ST614514.  
Car-parking is limited at all churches so please make arrangements for car-sharing if 
at all possible. 
Please remember that you are responsible for your own safety and by joining 
this BACAS excursion you do so at your own risk. 
 
Maximum participants: 14     Latest booking date: 31st May 
Cost: members priority£6 (until 17th May)- non-members£8  


