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Excursion No 5:  Saturday 25th August 2018 (Afternoon)                                    
 

Down Farm, Cranbourne Chase Tour, Dorset 
 
 
Excursion Leader: Jackie Thompson         Phone: 01761 471701 
                                                                       E-mail: thomcus@gmail.com 
                                                                       Mobile: 07810 726803 

 
 
 
Summary 
 
Our guide will be the owner, Martin Green, archaeologist, farmer, curator and writer who 
came to speak to BACAS in December 2017. On arrival at Down Farm we will visit the 
museum which consists of 3 rooms - local archaeology, fossils mainly from the Jurassic 
coast and a small rural life collection.  
 
The archaeology collections, of all periods, have been discovered very locally, many from 
the farm itself. Some very rare examples of local Prehistoric Rock Art are nationally 
important finds. 
Following this we will take a walk around adjacent Fir Tree field to see the “Great Shaft” a 
remarkable natural feature which was an important place from the 5th millennium BC to the 
end of the 3rd. Seventeen radiocarbon dates recovered from it spanned the Meso/Neo and 
Neo/BA transitions. 
Continuing the walk we will then see Martin’s restoration of the Bronze Age pond and bowl 
barrows he excavated in the 1980’s. We will also view the recently excavated section of the 
Dorset Cursus and continuing excavations undertaken by Southampton University on the 
early Iron Age settlement in adjacent Home Field. See the ‘Digital Digging’ website for more 
information on these sites. 

 

Meeting time and place.  
 
Meet at Down Farm near Salisbury SP5 5RY Saturday August 25th 2018. 

 
Please note: The start time is to be 1.30pm but suggest arriving a bit before that so we can 
have a prompt start. 
Comfortable, suitable clothes and footwear should be worn, appropriate for a country walk 
and the prevailing weather conditions. 
 
Whilst in the Cranborne Chase AONB you may like to visit Knowlton Henge (free entry) 
about 5km away, near Brockington, (BH21 5SE), referred to by Martin Green in his lecture to 
BACAS. 
Also the Grade II* Listed ‘Larmer Tree Gardens’ nr Tollard Royal , formerly the home of 
General A H L Fox Pitt-Rivers, ethnologist, archaeologist and the first Inspector of Ancient 
Monuments, who created the gardens in 1880 as the first private gardens to be opened to 
the public, as pleasure grounds in the UK. 
 
Please remember that you are responsible for your own safety and by joining this 
BACAS walk you do so at your own risk 
 

Maximum participants: 25     Latest booking date: 11th August 
Cost: members priority £6 (until 28th July) - non-members £8 

mailto:thomcus@gmail.com

