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Excursion No 1:  Sunday 29th April 2018 (Morning)                                    
 

Bristol Old City Walk 
 
 
Excursion Leader: Henry Lowe         Phone: 01225 443065 
                                                                        e-mail: hlowe@tourwest.co.uk 
                                                                        mobile: 07714 328272 

 
 
Summary 
 
Bristol, or ‘Brycgstow’ (Saxon), was one of the most important and prosperous cities in 
England in the Middle Ages, founded next to a crossing point of the River Avon.  
 
Despite devastating and irrevocable bomb damage during WW2 some of the lines of the 
medieval walls of the Old City can still be traced in and around the present streets – if you 
know where to look!  
 
Bob Jones, formerly City Archaeologist for Bristol City Council and Chairman of the Bristol 
and Avon Archaeological Society, will lead a walk around Bristol’s Old City, starting at the 
curious obelisk on High Street, the site of 15th century vaults that lie under the pavement.  
 
He will then explore the earliest history of the city, going via the narrow back lanes that mark 
the line of the city’s earliest defences, and the courts that lie behind the main street 
frontages. He will point out some of the major monuments on the way, including its churches 
and the private houses of some of Bristol’s wealthiest citizens. The walk will end at St 
Stephen’s Church where there will be a chance of tea in the church cafe. 

 

 

Meeting time and place.  
 
Please note: The start time is to be 10.30am , assembling on the plaza in front of the former 
Norwich Union Building on High St just north of the Bristol bridge. 

 
Comfortable, suitable clothes and footwear should be worn, appropriate for a town walk and 
the prevailing weather conditions. 
 
Although the walk will take place on a Sunday morning the traffic can still be busy so 
attendees must take great care when crossing roads etc. as BACAS cannot be held 
responsible for any accidents or injuries incurred. 
 
Please remember that you are responsible for your own safety and by joining this 
BACAS walk you do so at your own risk 
 
As this is likely to be very popular, the bookings will be aimed at BACAS members (and their 
guests) as a priority - on a first come/first served basis.  
 
 

 
Maximum participants: 25      Latest booking date: 11th April 
Cost: free (optional donation of £6/£8 e.g. to BACAS)       Members priority until: 29th March 
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