
 

 

 

 

Archaeological Excavation and Survey 

 
Spinney Close, Keynsham 

 
August 2018 

Robin Holley 



2 

 

Joint Venture between 

The Association for Roman Archaeology and The Bath and Counties 

Society © 2018 

 

 Disclaimer 
  

This report has been compiled with all reasonable skill, care and attention to detail 

within the terms of the project design as specified in the written scheme of 

investigation and within the general terms and conditions of The Bath and Counties 

Archaeological Society.  

No responsibility is accepted whatsoever to third parties to whom these reports or 

any part thereof is made known. Any such party relies upon these at their own risk.  

  

  

  

  

© Bath and Counties Archaeological Society  

(BACAS)  

  

2018, all rights reserved. 

 



  3  

Table of Contents 

 
1. List of Figures                                                                                                 4 

 

2. Summary                                                                                                         5 

 

3. Acknowledgements                                                                                         5 

 

4. Site Location, Topography and Geology                                                      5 

 

5. Research Aims and Objectives                                                                      7 

 

6. Excavation Method and Results                                                                    7 

 

7. Trench 1                                                                                                           8 

 

8. Test Pits 2,3,4,5                                                                                              13 

 

9. Survey Results of the Linear Wall                                                               13 

 

10. Finds Results                                                                                                  18 

 

11. Archive Reporting, dissemination and copyright                                       19 

 

12. Appendices, Master and Context Sheets                                                      19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  4  

1 List of Figures 

 

Figure 

Number 

Description Page 

Number 

Fig. 1 

 

Photograph showing volunteers excavating the trench and 

removing scrub around and along the front of the wall. 

Front 

Cover 

Fig. 2  Map of UK showing the rough location of the county of 

BANES 
5 

Fig. 3 Area map showing the location of Keynsham. 6 

Fig. 4 OS Explorer Map, 1:25000.  Crowncopy 2015. Licence 

No. 100060399. The site is marked by a black star. 

6 

Fig. 5 Aerial Photograph of Spinney Close with red arrow 

showing the position of the site. © Courtesy of Google 

Earth 2018 

7 

Fig. 6 Photograph showing the undergrowth which had to be 

cleared before excavations and surveying could proceed 

8 

Fig. 7 Plan of the contexts in Trench 1  9 

Fig. 8 Photograph of the stone surface being revealed      9 

Fig. 9 Photograph of the complete stone surface revealed. 10 

Fig.10  Photograph of the complete stone surface revealed. 10 

Fig.11 Photograph of the trench east facing. 11 

Fig.12 Photograph of the trench north facing with the stone 

surface removed on the east side. 

11 

Fig.13 Photograph of the northern end of trench showing the 

sondage 

12 

Fig.14 Photograph of the foundation stones of the linear wall at 

the northern end of trench. 

12 

Fig.15 Plan showing the position of Trench 1 and Test Pits 2,3,4,5 13 

Fig.16 Picture of the wall of polygonal enclosure taken in 2017  

J.Oswin 

14 

Fig.17 Photograph of the wall directly above trench 1. 15 

Fig.18 Photograph of the wall west of trench 1. 15 

Fig.19 Photograph of the middle section of the wall 16 

Fig.20 Photograph of the eastern section of the wall. 16 

Fig.21 Photograph of one of the drainage channels through the 

wall. 

17 

Fig.22 Photograph of one of the drainage channels through the 

wall. 

17 

Fig.23 Table of finds recovered from Spinney Close. 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  5  

2 Summary 

 

A geophysical survey was undertaken by BACAS across the middle to top half of Spinney 

Close Keynsham in January 2017. At the time of this survey a large stone wall was 

observed crossing the northern end of the field, mostly obstructed by dense undergrowth of 

bramble, elder, blackthorn and large amounts of modern detritus. This wall was described 

by residents as polygonal in shape and was probably part of a large enclosure. Bryn Walters 

from ARA thought this wall was Roman in construction and worthy of further research and 

investigation. 

3 Acknowledgements 
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  The work was carried out with financial support from ‘The Association for Roman 

  Archaeology (ARA)’. 

The author acknowledges the help and great assistances given by Bryn Walters, Luigi 

Thompson, David Rider, Les Phillips, John Knapper, Gillian Vickery, John Oswin, Wendy 

Russ, Terri Bell, Fiona Medland, Angela Trenchard and Robert Mordle. 
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4 Site Location, Topography and Geology 

 
The site is located at the northern end of Spinney Close field and to the west of the A4175 

road embankment from Keynsham to Bristol. The location of the site is (Grid reference ST 

644692) 

Spinney Close is 3.13 hectares or 7.72 acres of arable land currently used to grow cereals, the 

land falls and drains natural to the south west. The geological stratum directly below the 

archaeological deposits consists of a reddish-brown alluvial clay, the British Geological 

Survey records these beds as Mercia Mudstone & Haute -Stone. This rock was being formed 

during the Triassic Period (160-190 million years ago).  

Figure 2. Map of the UK showing the rough location of the county of BANES (rectangular 

outlined in red). 
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Figure 3. Area map showing the location of Keynsham. 

 

 
 

 

Figure 4.  OS Explorer Map, 1:25000.  Crowncopy 2015. Licence No. 100060399. Site is 

marked by a black star. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



  7  

Figure 5. Aerial Photograph of Spinney Close with red arrow showing the position of the site. 

© Courtesy of Google Earth.2018 

  

 

 

5. Research Aims and Objectives 

 
The aims and objectives of the excavation was principally to ascertain if this was the location 

of the channels or conduits which carried water from a spring to the NNW of the site to the 

Romano-British buildings located in the cemetery grounds and secondly to investigate the 

construction of the large stone built linear wall which terminates the field at its northern end.  

 
6. Excavation Method and Results 

 

Over the Bank Holiday Monday 27
th

 and the following Tuesday 28
th

 August, volunteers from 

BACAS and ARA excavated a single trench and several small test pits in the northern end of 

Spinney Close. 

A single 5m x 2m trench was positioned on the south-side and at right angle to the large 

linear wall which crosses the field at this point. 

The position of this trench was critical as previous visits showed that ground water was 

erupting from several places along the wall, some directly above where the trench was being 

sited and it was thought this might be the locations of water channels or conduits which 

probably ran underneath the adjoining A4175 road and its embankment and into the upper or 

west wing of the known Roman building. Before any excavation could proceed a large of 

amount of rubbish and considerable vegetal growth had to be cleared from the area to fully 

expose this wall and the ground surface (see figure 6). 
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Figure 6, Photograph showing the undergrowth which had to be cleared before excavations 

and surveying could proceed. 

 

 
 

7 Trench 1 

 

The area was marked out and the topsoil (10) was removed by spade and trowel, this 

consisted of a friable light to medium brown silty sand with small stones and large amounts 

of organic materials, the depth of the topsoil varied in depth between 6cm at the northern 

end to 12cm at the southern end. 

Context (11) was only found at the northern end of the trench which it crossed adjacent to 

the linear wall, measuring 1m in width and 8cm in-depth, this subsoil was composed of a 

firm, greyish brown clayey silt with stones of varying sizes. 

Directly below (11) was a laid area of greyish brown stones (12) interspersed with clayish 

silt up to 10cm deep. 

At the southern end of the trench was a laid surface (13) of stones, these had been 

deliberately placed to form a layer which had disintegrated over the centuries this might 

represent the remains of the Medieval road which was known to have crossed through this 

area. 

The lowest context exposed was (14) composed of a very firm, reddish brown natural clay 

with fragments of mud stone, at the northern end of the trench a sondage was excavated 

alongside the wall to clarify if there was the possibility that a conduit or water channel 

might be under the clay, but nothing was observed. Subsequently hand augering revealed 

that this clay was over 1m in-depth. This clay was removed to examine the ground in front.  

This was cut lower against the wall to locate the foundation stones, which consisted of two 

layers of large stone blocks laid directly onto the natural clay mud-stone. 

The trench uncovered an uneven stone surface laid directly onto the natural reddish 

coloured clay but failed to find any signs of water channels or conduits. 
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Figure 7. Plan of the contexts in Trench 1 
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Figure 8. Photograph of the stone surface being revealed. 
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Figure 9. Photograph of the complete stone surface revealed. 

 

 
 

Figure 10. Photograph of the complete stone surface revealed. 
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Figure 11. Photograph of the trench east facing. 

 

 
 

Figure 12. Photograph of the trench north facing with the stone surface removed on the east 

side. 
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Figure 13. Photograph of the northern end of trench showing the sondage. 

 

 
 

Figure 14. Photograph of the foundation stones of the linear wall at the northern end of 

trench. 
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8 Test Pits 2,3,4,5 

 

Four small test pits were dug at strategic intervals to the south and west of trench 1 to 

confirm the makeup of the soils in this specific area, (see figure 17). 

 

Figure 15. Plan showing the positions of Trench 1 and Test Pits 2,3,4, & 5. 

 

 
Test pit 2, was positioned south- east of Trench 1 and adjacent to the A4175 road 

embankment. This test pit measured 30cm x30cm square x 37cm deep. Three contexts were 

noted (10), (11) and (14) the same as recovered in trench 1. 

Test pit 3, was located to the south of trench 1, it measured 35cm x 40cm and 40cm in-

depth, the context was identical to that recovered in the other test pits and trench 1. 

Test pit 4, was positioned to the south-west of Trench 1 and measured 40cm x 38cm and 

was 33cm deep, the context was identical to what had been recovered in the other test pits 

and trench 1. 

Test pit 5, was sited to the west of Trench 1, and measured 35cm x 46cm and excavated to 

44cm, 4 contexts found in this test pit (10), (11), (13) and 14 matched that was found in 

Trench 1 which included the stone laid road surface (see figure 16), this possible road 

surface or spread of stones was 2.10m wide. Augering along the line of the suspected road 

confirmed that its surface had carried on west before being truncated by the Old Bristol 

Road.  

 

9 Survey of the linear wall. 

 

During the 2017 survey in Spinney Close, at the northern end of the field, part of a 

substantial block-built stone wall could be seen behind a dense undergrowth of small trees, 

bramble and ivy.  The wall is recorded in the county archaeological records as probably 

being medieval but constructed with stone blocks taken from the ruins of the adjacent 

‘villa’ (see figure 18)  

In August of 2018 the team examined and surveyed this structure, as soon as the site was 

cleared of undergrowth which exposing an impressive stone wall measuring 3m in height, 

from the bottom of the trench where it crosses a natural depression in the field. It varies in 

height from 0.63m at the east end to 0.60 at the west end, the overall length of the wall was 

22.35m the average width of the wall was 0.60m. 
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Figure 16. Picture of the Wall of polygonal enclosure, taken in 2017  J.Oswin. 

   

  
  

 

The wall is without question a supporting façade for a raised terrace behind, which would 

have dominated the hillslope below. In Trench 1 the ground was cut lower against the wall 

to locate the foundation stones, which consisted of two layers of large stone blocks laid 

directly onto the natural clay mud-stone (see figure 15). 

However, the significant feature of the wall is the mode of the construction. Levels of 

square shaped stones are separated by narrower blocks in succession, one above the other 

from bottom to top.  This is a Roman form of stone bonding and can be matched with a 

similar wall fragment exposed in the north corridor of the ‘villa’ and photographed by 

Ethelbert Horne in 1922 (Bulleid and Horne 1926, pl 1;). The evidence would suggest that 

this impressive wall is Roman and the only part of this important hillside site to have 

survived. Further information has subsequently come to light that Roman remains with 

tessellated flooring, were identified on this upper terrace some years ago, this is currently 

being investigated further. 

 

 

 



  15  

Figure 17. Photograph of the wall directly above trench 1. 

 

 
 

Figure 18. Photograph of the wall west of trench 1. 
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Figure 19. Photograph of the middle section of the wall. 

 

 
 

Figure 20. Photograph of the eastern section of the wall. 
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Figure 21. Photograph of one of the drainage channels through the wall. 

 

 
 

Figure 22. Photograph of one of the drainage channels through the wall. 
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10 Finds Results 

Finds recovered included Roman tesserae, pottery, pennant sandstone, roof tiles and a fifth 

century coin, but also recovered were numerous pieces of glass, pottery, animal bones, iron 

objects and other detritus dating from the late Victorian period to the present time. 

(see Figure 23). 

Figure 23. Table of finds recovered from Spinney Close. 

 

Numbers 

 
Brief Description Trench 

Number 

Context 

Number 

2 Tesserae 1 10 

2 Tesserae 1 11 

1 Tesserae 1 12 

5 Tesserae 1 13 

1 Romano-British Pottery (Severn Valley) 

 

1 10 

2 Romano-British Pottery (Black Burnish) 

 

1 11 

2 Romano-British Pottery (Severn Valley and Local 

ware) 

 

1 12 

3 Romano-British Pottery (Grey Ware) 

 

1 13 

1 Romano-British Copper Alloy Coin (AE4 

Honorius AD402-408) Obv. Diademed bust facing 

right. Legend: [DN] HONOR [IVS PF AVG] 

1 13 

1 Fragment of Roof Tile 

 

1 11 

1 Fragment of Hypocaust Tile 1 12 

Not 

Retained 

Numerous Pieces of Pennant Sandstone Tile 

 

1 10/11/12/13 

2 Animal Teeth 

 

1 10 

1 Animal Teeth 

 

1 13 

Not 

Retained 

Large amount of Victorian to Modern Vessel and 

Bottle Glass shards. 

1 10 

Not 

Retained 

Numerous pieces of Modern and very corroded FE 

Objects consisting of nails, screws, electric flex, 

tin cans and parts of agricultural machinery. 

1 10 

Not 

Retained 

Several pieces of Modern Brick 1 10 

Not 

Retained 

Numerous pieces of Victorian to Modern Pottery 1 10/11 

Not 

Retained 

Numerous pieces of Victorian to Modern Pottery, 

Glass and FE Objects recovered from all these test 

pits. 

2,3,4,5 10/11/13 
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11 Archive Reporting, dissemination and copyright  

 

A full report on the excavation will be presented to the landowner Mr. Alan Hemmings 

who granted us permission to enter onto his property to carry out the excavation and 

survey. 

Copies of the report will be distributed to Keynsham Town Council, The Archaeological 

Officer for Bath & North East Somerset Council, and the curatorial staff of the Roman 

Baths Museum, the report will also be available on the BACAS website.  

  

An article summarizing the results of the excavation will be published in Camertonia, the 

journal of BACAS, and in the annual bulletin of the Association for Roman Archaeology.  

  

The copyright of all records made during the project will be vested in and remain with 

BACAS and the Association for Roman Archaeology. 

 

Finds recovered will be returned to the landowner or presented by the landowner to the 

relevant museum. 

 

12 Appendices. Copies of Master and Context Sheets 

 

 

Site Name: 

Spinney Close. Keynsham 

Site Code 

SCK/18 

 

Trench 1 Length 5m Width 2m 

 

 

Trench 

Number 

Context 

Number 

 

Context Type and Brief 

Description* 

Depth Tools used 

1 (10) Topsoil or Overburden 6 to 12cm Spade and Trowel 

1 (11) Subsoil 8cm Spade and Trowel 

1 (12) Stone Deposit Northern End of 

Trench 

10cm Spade and Trowel 

1 (13) Stone Laid Deposit (Road Surface) 17cm Spade and Trowel 

1 (14) Natural Red Clay Deposit N/A Spade and Trowel 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                

Master Context Index for Trench 1 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                     T1 

 

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (10) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Friable   

2. Colour Light to medium brown 

3. Texture/composition Silty sand 

4. Inclusions Stones 5%, roots and vegetative materials 

5. Dimensions Depth varies 6cm at the northern end to 12cm at the south end. 

6. Contamination High 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm but overcast 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

             
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (10)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Topsoil or Overburden 

 

 

 

  

Plan: 

 

Section/other drawings: Environmental samples:  

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital: 

Yes 

Recorded by and Date: 

27
th

 August 2018 

 

Excavated contents: 

See finds sheets. 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                Trench 1 

  

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (11) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Firm   

2. Colour Greyish Brown 

3. Texture/composition Clayish Silt 

4. Inclusions Stone of Various Sizes 2% 

5. Dimensions 2m x 1m wide x 8cm Deep. 

6. Contamination Low 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm and Dry 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

     (10)        
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (11)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Subsoil only found at the northern end of the trench 

 

  

  

  

Plan: 

 

Section/other drawings: Environmental samples: 

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital: 

Yes 

Recorded by and Date: 

RJH 27
th

 August 2018 

Excavated contents: 

See Finds Sheets 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                Trench 1 

  

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (12) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Very Firm   

2. Colour Greyish Brown 

3. Texture/composition Stones of differing sizes 

4. Inclusions Stones set in a Clayish Silt 

5. Dimensions 10cm Deep. 

6. Contamination Low 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm and Dry 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

     (10)  (11)      
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (12)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Stone deposit only found at the northern end of the trench, perhaps to fill in the line of a drain running 

alongside the wall? 

  

  

Plan: 

 

Section/other drawings: Environmental samples: 

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital: 

Yes 

Recorded by and Date: 

RJH 27
th

 August 2018 

Excavated contents: 

See Finds Sheets 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                Trench 1 

  

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (13) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Very Firm   

2. Colour Greyish Brown 

3. Texture/composition Stones of differing sizes 

4. Inclusions Stones set in a Clayish Silt 

5. Dimensions 17cm Deep. 

6. Contamination Low 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm and Dry 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

     (10)  (11)  (12)    
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (13)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Stone deposit only found in the middle and southern half of the trench. 

 

  

  

  

Plan: 

 

Section/other drawings: Environmental samples: 

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital: 

Yes 

Recorded by and Date: 

RJH 28
th

 August 2018 

Excavated contents: 

See Finds Sheets 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                Trench 1 

  

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (14) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Very Firm   

2. Colour Reddish Brown 

3. Texture/composition Clay (Natural) 

4. Inclusions Very Occasional fragments of Mud Stone? 

5. Dimensions Across the complete trench, depth unknown as only a small sondage 
was excavated at the North end. 

6. Contamination Low 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade, Mattock and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm and Dry 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

   (10)  (11)  (12)  (13)    
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (14)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Natural Red Clay Deposit located across the whole trench, depth of this deposit not known as not fully  

Excavated. 

  

  

Plan:  

 

Section/other drawings:  Environmental samples:  

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital:  

Yes 

Recorded by and Date: 

R.J.Holley 28
th

 August 2018 

Excavated contents: 

No finds recovered. 
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Figure 16. Table showing the contexts numbers and descriptions from Test Pits 2,3,4, 5 

 
Test Pit 2 30cm x 30cm 37cm deep 

 

 

Test Pit 

Number 

Context Number 

 

Context Type and Brief Description Depth Tools used 

2 (10) Topsoil or Overburden 15cm Spade and 

Trowel 

2 (11) Subsoil 22cm Spade and 

Trowel 

2 (14) Red Natural Clay N/A Not 

Excavated 

 

 

Test Pit 3 35cm x40cm  40cm deep 

 

 

Test Pit 

Number 

Context Number 

 

Context Type and Brief Description* Depth Tools used 

3 (10) Topsoil or Overburden 21cm Spade and 

Trowel 

3 (11) Subsoil 19cm Spade and 

Trowel 

3 (14) Red Natural Clay N/A Not 

Excavated 

 

Test Pit 4 40cm X 38cm 

 

33cm 

 

Test Pit 

Number 

Context Number 

 

Context Type and Brief Description* Depth Tools used 

4 (10) Topsoil or Overburden 18cm Spade and 

Trowel 

4 (11) Subsoil 15cm Spade and 

Trowel 

4 (14) Red Natural Clay N/A Not 

Excavated 

 

Test Pit 5 35cm x 46cm 

 

44cm 

 

Test Pit 

Number 

Context Number 

 

Context Type and Brief Description* Depth Tools used 

5 (10) Topsoil or Overburden 16cm Spade and 

Trowel 

5 (11) Subsoil 11cm Spade and 

Trowel 

5 (13) Stone Laid Deposit same as Context 13, 

Trench 1. 

17cm Spade and 

Trowel 

5 (14) Red Natural Clay N/A Not 

Excavated 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                    Test Pit 2 

 

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (10) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Friable   

2. Colour Light to medium brown 

3. Texture/composition Silty sand 

4. Inclusions Stones 5%, roots and vegetative materials 

5. Dimensions Depth 15cm 

6. Contamination High 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm but overcast 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

             
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (10)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Topsoil or Overburden 

 

 

 

  

  

Plan: 

 

Section/other drawings: Environmental samples:  

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital: 

 

Recorded by and Date: 

28
th

 August 2018 

 

Excavated contents: 

See Finds List 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                Test Pit 2 

  

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (11) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Firm   

2. Colour Greyish Brown 

3. Texture/composition Clayish Silt 

4. Inclusions Stone of Various Sizes 2% 

5. Dimensions 22cm Deep. 

6. Contamination Low 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm and Dry 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

     (10)        
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (11)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Subsoil   

 

  

  

  

Plan: 

 

Section/other drawings: Environmental samples: 

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital: 

Yes 

Recorded by and Date: 

RJH 28
th

 August 2018 

Excavated contents: 

See Finds Sheets 
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 CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                Test Pit 2 

  

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (14) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Very Firm   

2. Colour Reddish Brown 

3. Texture/composition Clay (Natural) 

4. Inclusions Very Occasional fragments of Mud Stone? 

5. Dimensions Depth unknown 

6. Contamination Low 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade, Mattock and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm and Dry 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

   (10)  (11)        
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (14)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Natural Red Clay located in this Test Pit depth of this deposit not known. 

 

 

  

  

Plan:  

 

Section/other drawings:  Environmental samples:  

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital:  

Yes 

Recorded by and Date: 

R.J.Holley 28
th

 August 2018 

Excavated contents: 

No finds recovered. 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                     TP 3 

 

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (10) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Friable   

2. Colour Light to medium brown 

3. Texture/composition Silty sand 

4. Inclusions Stones 5%, roots and vegetative materials 

5. Dimensions Depth 18cm 

6. Contamination High 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm but overcast 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

             
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (10)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Topsoil or Overburden 

 

 

 

  

Plan: 

 

Section/other drawings: Environmental samples:  

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital: 

 

Recorded by and Date: 

28
th

 August 2018 

 

Excavated contents: 

See Finds Sheets 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                Test Pit 3 

  

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (11) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Firm   

2. Colour Greyish Brown 

3. Texture/composition Clayish Silt 

4. Inclusions Stone of Various Sizes 2% 

5. Dimensions 19cm Deep. 

6. Contamination Low 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm and Dry 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

     (10)        
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (11)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Subsoil   

 

  

  

  

Plan: 

 

Section/other drawings: Environmental samples: 

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital: 

Yes 

Recorded by and Date: 

RJH 28
th

 August 2018 

Excavated contents: 

See Finds List 

 



  31  

CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                Test Pit 3 

  

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (14) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Very Firm   

2. Colour Reddish Brown 

3. Texture/composition Clay (Natural) 

4. Inclusions Very Occasional fragments of Mud Stone? 

5. Dimensions Depth unknown 

6. Contamination Low 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade, Mattock and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm and Dry 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

   (10)  (11)        
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (14)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Natural Red Clay located in this Test Pit depth of this deposit not known. 

 

 

  

  

Plan:  

 

Section/other drawings:  Environmental samples:  

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital:  

Yes 

Recorded by and Date: 

R.J.Holley 28
th

 August 2018 

Excavated contents: 

No finds recovered. 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                     TP 4 

 

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (10) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Friable   

2. Colour Light to medium brown 

3. Texture/composition Silty sand 

4. Inclusions Stones 5%, roots and vegetative materials 

5. Dimensions Depth 18cm 

6. Contamination High 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm but overcast 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

             
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (10)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Topsoil or Overburden 

 

 

 

  

Plan: 

 

Section/other drawings: Environmental samples:  

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital: 

 

Recorded by and Date: 

28
th

 August 2018 

 

Excavated contents: 

See Finds Sheets 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                Test Pit 4 

  

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (11) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Firm   

2. Colour Greyish Brown 

3. Texture/composition Clayish Silt 

4. Inclusions Stone of Various Sizes 2% 

5. Dimensions 18cm Deep. 

6. Contamination Low 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm and Dry 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

     (10)        
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (11)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Subsoil   

 

  

  

  

Plan: 

 

Section/other drawings: Environmental samples: 

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital: 

Yes 

Recorded by and Date: 

RJH 28
th

 August 2018 

Excavated contents: 

See Finds List 
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 CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                Test Pit 4 

  

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (14) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Very Firm   

2. Colour Reddish Brown 

3. Texture/composition Clay (Natural) 

4. Inclusions Very Occasional fragments of Mud Stone? 

5. Dimensions Depth unknown 

6. Contamination Low 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade, Mattock and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm and Dry 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

   (10)  (11)        
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (14)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Natural Red Clay located in this Test Pit depth of this deposit not known. 

 

 

  

  

Plan:  

 

Section/other drawings:  Environmental samples:  

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital:  

Yes 

Recorded by and Date: 

R.J.Holley 28
th

 August 2018 

Excavated contents: 

No finds recovered. 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                     TP 5 

 

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (10) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Friable   

2. Colour Light to medium brown 

3. Texture/composition Silty sand 

4. Inclusions Stones 5%, roots and vegetative materials 

5. Dimensions Depth 16cm 

6. Contamination High 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm but overcast 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

             
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (10)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Topsoil or Overburden 

 

 

 

  

Plan: 

 

Section/other drawings: Environmental samples:  

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital: 

 

Recorded by and Date: 

28
th

 August 2018 

 

Excavated contents: 

See Finds Sheets 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                Test Pit 5 

  

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (11) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Firm   

2. Colour Greyish Brown 

3. Texture/composition Clayish Silt 

4. Inclusions Stone of Various Sizes 2% 

5. Dimensions 11cm Deep. 

6. Contamination Low 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm and Dry 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

     (10)        
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (11)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Subsoil   

 

  

  

  

Plan: 

 

Section/other drawings: Environmental samples: 

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital: 

Yes 

Recorded by and Date: 

RJH 28
th

 August 2018 

Excavated contents: 

See Finds List 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                Test Pit 5 

  

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (13) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Very Firm   

2. Colour Greyish Brown 

3. Texture/composition Stones of differing sizes 

4. Inclusions Stones set in a Clayish Silt 

5. Dimensions 17cm Deep. 

6. Contamination Low 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm and Dry 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

     (10)  (11)      
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (13)  
  

     

       (14)      

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Stone deposit similar or the same as what was recovered from Trench 1 Context 13 

 

  

  

  

Plan: 

 

Section/other drawings: Environmental samples: 

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital: 

Recorded by and Date: 

RJH 28
th

 August 2018 

Excavated contents: 

See Finds Sheets 
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CONTEXT SHEET 
 

Project Code:          Area: 

SCK/18                Test Pit 5 

  

Co-ordinates:  E / N 

/ 

Context Type:                 Context No: 

Deposit                                  (14) 

DEPOSIT 1. Compaction Very Firm   

2. Colour Reddish Brown 

3. Texture/composition Clay (Natural) 

4. Inclusions Very Occasional fragments of Mud Stone? 

5. Dimensions Depth unknown 

6. Contamination Low 

7. Method/level of recovery Spade, Mattock and Trowel 

8. Weather conditions Warm and Dry 

CUT 1. Shape in plan    

2. Orientation  

3. Profile  

4. Sides  

5. Base  

6. Dimensions  

7. Fill numbers  

Sketch 

plan/section/matrix 

  

Further DESCRIPTIVE data including significant physical relationships: 

 

 

 

 Contd? 

 

   (10)  (11)        
     

  

STRATIGRAPHIC MATRIX    (14)  
  

     

             

 

INTERPRETATION: 

 

Natural Red Clay located in this Test Pit depth of this deposit not known. 

 

 

  

Plan:  

 

Section/other drawings:  Environmental samples:  

No 

Colour print: 

 

Colour slide: Black & White print: Digital:  

Yes 

Recorded by and Date: 

R.J.Holley 28
th

 August 2018 

Excavated contents: 

No finds recovered. 

 

  


