
Clive Peacock Memorial Awards
live was a very active member of BACAS and the Committee decided to grant, in his memory,
an annual award to the nominated member who is considered to have made the most 
important contribution to the Society during the previous year 

The Clive Peacock Award for 2018...
went to Bob Whitaker, who has been a member for over 68 years and served the Society
as Chairman for the last 18 years. Bob’s achievements as Chairman are too numerous
to list, and he has been instrumental in helping BACAS become the successful and 
influential organisation that it is today.  

The incoming Chairman, Henry Lowe, presented Bob with two books: 
Ruins of Ancient Rome, a book of drawings of the ruins, and Letter and Report on the
Discoveries at Herculaneum, a contemporary account of the discoveries there. Bob
also received some fine wine and this cartoon drawn by Sally Phillips. 

The Clive Peacock Award for 2019... 
went to Robin Holley, our Director of Archaeology. Robin has been 
involved in archaeology for many years, and has a BA in Archaeology. He
has been active professionally in excavations, surveys and other specialities.
He helps to run the Archaeological Landscape Research Group (a semi-
professional group with several qualified archaeologists) active mostly in
North East Wiltshire and West Berkshire and is currently excavating at
Wolfhall (where Jane Seymour lived), also in Bedwyn Brail where they are
excavating a Neolithic to Iron Age ovoid enclosure. He is very interested in
local Wiltshire history and currently collecting place-names of Wiltshire
which hopefully will be published. 

He joined BACAS in the late eighties and was involved in the excavations at Upper Row Farm and
other locations, and he was co-director at the Peart Villa excavation. He is now the society’s Director
of Archaeology and gives advice on all aspects of our work. He is the Project Director for the ARK 
(Archaeology of Roman Keynsham) project, and he is also the overall Project Director for LEAP 
(Lansdown Environs Archaeological Project). He has for several years worked with Bob Whitaker on
the identification, location and significance of Roman Roads in the South and South-west of Britain. 

During the Archway Project with BANES, Robin carried out document, plans and other written
source research from material held by the Roman Baths archive for Cotswold Archaeology, the main
contractor. He is currently working with South West Archaeological Trust, who are acting as 
archaeological advisors to BANES, on missing and incomplete entries in the BANES HER. The Chair,
Henry Lowe, presented Robin with two books by Guy de la Bédoyère: Dominia and Roman Britain: A
New History. 

The Clive Peacock Award for 2020... 
went to someone who has been quietly and effciently
organising BACAS excursions for many years, Roger
Wilkes. Roger has been a stalwart BACAS supporter
and has participated in many excavations, 
geophysical surveys, and other BACAS activities.
BACAS excursions organised by Roger are excellent
and greatly appreciated by many members. The
Chair, Henry Lowe, presented Roger with the
book The Anglo-Saxon World, by M.J. Ryan and
Nicholas J. Higham. 
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hen our society voted to change its name from
Bath and Camerton to Bath and Counties 
Archaeological Society in 2018, it was decided

that we would retain the name Camertonia for our Journal
of Record. This issue has been a couple of years in 
preparation as we were unable to find a volunteer to take
on the role of editor, but, thanks to the herculean efforts
of Rick Buettner and his team, we are now back on track.
And the good news is we have more reports to publish. 

Over the last couple of years the finances of the 
society have improved, our membership has grown and,
as evidenced by the reports herein, members have 
continued to undertake regular projects. The Society has
also undertaken projects with other groups, including
the Keeills Research Project on the Isle of Man, among
others. Closer to home, we supported Cotswold 
Archaeology and BathNES on the Archway Project at the 
Roman Baths. The geophys team spent two weeks profiling and conducting resistivity testing.
Other members provided skilled assistance with the excavations, and another team helped 
with on-site interpretation to visiting groups throughout the period. One notable highlight of
the project was Fiona Medland's discovery of a new section of mosaic, which made national
and international news! Articles on the more recent work will be in the next issue of 
Camertonia, which will follow this issue in a timely manner. 

The society has two ongoing project areas: LEAP (Lansdown Environs Archaeological Project)
and Ark (Archaeology of Roman Keynsham). In 2018 we supported Bathscape, a new initiative
to focus public attention on Bath and its landscape. The project application was successful 
and gained funding from the National Lottery Heritage Fund. Part of the budget has been 
earmarked for archaeological projects, and BACAS are coordinating these efforts. This 
association has enabled the society to obtain new geophys equipment and refurbish some of
our existing kit, and it will also provide new computers.  

At our 2020 AGM it was decided that BACAS will become a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation. Many other charities, including archaeological societies, have taken this step, 
as without this structure the charity's trustees are exposed to unlimited liability. As an active 
society we value our fieldwork, and making the change to a CIO will allow us to continue this
work while protecting the trustees.  

I'd like to thank all who support the work of BACAS. Especial thanks go to the committee
members and particularly to Oliver and Bernadette Stanley, who allow us to use Lilliput Farm 
as a base and for meetings.   

As I write this, we are all locked in as part of a national plan to slow the spread of 
Coronavirus, COVID-19.  Many of our most active members may be at risk from this virus, and
in the future we may have to develop new techniques to undertake our work without risking
our health. We know, though, that there is always research work that can be done, and 
societies like ours are here to protect our heritage for future generations and pass our 
knowledge on to them. I hope the reports herein help.                                                                               

The Chairman’s Report
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