
On Saturday the 27th of May 2017, Stephen Bird, Head of Heritage Services,
B&NES, guided our group in a repeat of the 2014 BACAS Walk around the
archaeological sites on Lansdown but with special emphasis on sites that 

BACAS planned to be involved with in the future during the LEAP Project. Starting 
near the new housing at the old MOD facility, we walked along the footpaths on the 
eastern side of Lansdown headed toward the Roman pewter manufacturing site next
to the Civil War monument. We could tell the area had potential as it was possible to   
pick up pottery sherds and worked flint in some of the fields. At the pewter site, Marek 
Lewcun and Bob Whitaker pointed out various features, which we were to examine

in detail the next year. The report is on the BACAS website. Crossing the Battlefield, we went
through the woods on the north of Lansdown and crossed the busy road, heading for Little Down,
the hillfort overlooking Bristol. After a good look around Little Down, the group headed along the
west side of Lansdown and had a look at the enigmatic ‘Roman Camp’ from a distance. We hope to
investigate this feature as part of the LEAP Project. Continuing along to the racecourse, the group
split in two with the more adventurous going on through the woods toward Beckford’s Tower, while
others headed back to the starting point. It was a good introduction to the sites on Lansdown.

ince prehistory Keynsham has been a significant settlement at the confluence
of the River Chew and the River Avon (which was tidal up to Saltford until
medieval times). By the 4th century there was a large Roman town ‘Trajectus’

located at a crossing point on the Avon, only recently identified as in the former Fry’s 
chocolate factory site. The discovery of another very large Roman building under 
Keynsham Cemetery, in 1877, is an indication of the town’s importance at that time. 

The settlement was listed in the Domesday Book of 1086 as ‘Cainesham’, and later, around 1170
an Augustinian Abbey was founded at Keynsham by William Earl of Gloucester (possibly on the site
of an earlier Saxon Minster church). The parish church of St John the Baptist was built by the
Abbey for the people of the town around 1270, and Handel is said to have visited and played the
organ. A weekly town market was granted by Edward II in 1307, then when the Abbey was 
dissolved in 1539 the remains were eventually sold to the Bridges family in 1552, which set about
disassembling the buildings and building their own family home on the site! The Bridges’ house
was in turn demolished in 1776 and the materials used in nearby buildings and structures, some of
which can still be spotted today. 
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The group walking on the Bravins Farm next to the site of the battle, headed toward Settlement Field.
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In the 18th/19th centuries Keynsham became an industrial town with numerous mills, etc., located
on the rivers Chew and Avon with access to the new Kennet and Avon Canal and the new London-
Bristol railway line which gave access to the South West and Wales. 

Fry’s (later Cadbury’s) moved their chocolate business out of central Bristol to a new ‘garden’ 
factory at Somerdale in the 1920’s and the town grew substantially, sadly the factory has closed
and the site is being developed into a small ‘village’.  

K E Y N S H A M became well known to Radio Luxembourg listeners in the 1950s when Horace
Batchelor ran his Pools promotion business, using ‘The Infradraw Method’ from his home, ‘Infra
Grange’. The Town Centre has been redeveloped as Market Walk recently with smart new offices
for B&NES, with a new library incorporating some of the Roman mosaics recovered from Keynsham
Cemetery on public view.  

r Amy Frost, Curator of Beckford’s Tower at Lansdown, led a group of twenty
members and guests around the Old Fonthill Abbey estate on an Open Day
in May 2017. The sun shone, the bluebells were everywhere and 

there were barbecued sausages for lunch … could one ask for more! 

We walked along the rides through the estate, laid out by William Beckford, to reach 
the site of Fonthill Abbey and hear about its construction by this immensely wealthy

and eccentric man between 1796 and 1813. He had returned from a lengthy exile on the Continent
escaping scandal and desired to create a Gothic cathedral to house his ever-increasing collections. 

Beckford’s plans for the building became ever more elaborate even as the construction suffered
several collapses. Hundreds of workmen worked day, and at night by lantern, to speed completion
with the final result a mock-medieval masterpiece of vast galleries, a 300 foot tower and arched
front doors 35 feet high which were opened to visitors by a dwarf.  

Sadly, his impatience to finish the Abbey had led to structural inadequacies and the tower collapsed
during a storm in 1825. Beckford however, short of funds due to the cost of the works and a 
deterioration in the returns from his Jamaican sugar plantations, was fortunate or shrewd enough to
have sold the Abbey three years earlier and moved to Bath. The remains of what became known
as Beckford’s Folly were later demolished so there is now nothing to see of the Abbey apart from a
small tower which stood at the very end of the North Wing. This tower now forms part of a new
house built by the present owners of the estate which is a great deal smaller than the Abbey! 

Continuing on our walk with Amy,
we descended through the woods
of the American garden, complete
with redwood trees, to the lake
Beckford made in the small valley
below his house. He was deeply 
interested in landscape and sought
the picturesque in his grounds at
Fonthill with different settings. The
lake has a more alpine feel reflecting
his time in Switzerland and was
particularly attractive for our visit with
a mass of flowering rhododendron
and azalea. Paths around the woods
later took us past other exotic trees
and shrubs to a high point where
bluebells framed the scattered
stones of an unfinished tower. 
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ur guide Nick Baxter, a local historian and member of the Marlborough History
Society, led us on a two-part walk around this important and historic town.
In the morning we began in the High Street and walked in the direction of 

the College and around the Western end of the town. Later we walked the water 
meadows and banks of the River Kennet and toured the Eastern end of the town.  

The earliest sign of habitation is the 62ft (19m) high tumulus, now in the grounds of
Marlborough College, recently radio-carbon dated to around 2400BC, similar to nearby Silbury Hill.
A finely decorated Iron-Age bucket was discovered in St Margaret’s Mead and is now in Wiltshire
Museum, Devizes. Roman remains and the ‘Mildenhall Coin Hoard’ were found 2 miles away.   

A Saxon settlement grew up around The Green, followed by the building of a motte and bailey
castle by William the Conqueror in around 1100AD. In 1086 Marlborough was recorded in the
Domesday Book as ‘Merleberge’.  

Nearby Savernake Forest was established by William as a Royal hunting ground. Henry III was
married in the town and held a parliament here in 1267 when a statute was passed that has never
been repealed and is the oldest statute in English Law.  

In 1642 during the English Civil War the Castle was for the King, but the town was for Parliament!
The town was eventually captured and looted by the Royalists and many buildings were set ablaze,
the town was later abandoned by the King! 

The High Street was widened after the Great Fire of Marlborough in 1653, but fire swept through
the town again in 1679 and again in 1690, after which an Act of Parliament was passed prohibiting
the use of thatch in the town! 
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The group on the green in Malborough.



ichael McGarvie had already led four excellent visits to Frome and Mendip
churches in 2010, 2011, 2014 and 2016; he followed up with a fifth and final
excursion to three churches south of Frome.  

All Saints, Nunney.  
The church is first recorded in 1174 and consists of a nave and two aisles, two

chapels, a chancel and porch together with a fine Somerset tower, placed in a commanding position
in the village. There are a number of 13th and 14th century features including a painting of St George.
The church ceiling will have been replaced during the winter of 2016/7. 

St Mary, Cloford.  
This 13th century church was rebuilt in 

the middle of the 19th century but still 
retains a fine interior with oil lamps and
wrought iron candle brackets. 

There is a superb painted 17th century
tomb to commemorate Sir George Horner
who died in 1676. The church looks out 
over fields which were previously covered 
by a lost village.

St Mary, Wanstrow.   
The Norman church is built on a raised circular site, probably indicating previous religious activity;

it is rather austere, consisting of nave, chancel and transepts with a simple square tower. The
church was renovated by Benjamin and Edmund Ferrey in the late 19th century. The churchyard
has a number of fine chest tombs.  

n April 1942, Bath was subjected to a succession of night-time air raids by the
German air force.  The attack on Bath was unexpected; it was a terror raid 
designed to reduce morale.  The city was targeted for its cultural and historical, 

rather than its strategic or military value.  Bath was very badly damaged, hundreds 
of people were killed, and over a thousand more civilians injured.   

Seventy five years later, Adrian Amber, one of the Mayor's guides took us on a guided walk to
commemorate the event.  We visited several key sites in the centre of the city and finished with a
summary at the Assembly Rooms.  Adrian brought along a selection of photographs to illustrate the
destruction caused by the raids, and held us spell-bound with his descriptions of eyewitness testimony. 
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Figure 1
The painted tomb of Sir George Homer 

a treasure to be found in St Mary’s Cloford.
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