
e met at the obelisk on the High Street north of the Bristol Bridge. Near
this site Bristol arose 1000 years ago.  Bob showed us James Millerd's
1673 map of Bristol so we could see the strategic location of the original 

city centre and get a feel for the original layout, as much of this part of the city was 
obliterated in the Second World War. Older settlements existed elsewhere, which are 
now part of the city (Iron Age on Clifton Downs; Sea Mills the Roman port), but the 
heart of the city is based on the Saxon settlement, and the city derives its name

from Brycg stowe  ‘place by the bridge’. To the south of the bridge is Redcliffe (much archaeology
here), but we began our walk on the higher side of the Avon (now canalised but at one time the 
second highest tide after the Bay of Fundy).  This tidal flow allowed ships to ride the tide up and
down river to the harbour, where the River Frome (now hidden below in a culvert) joins the Avon. 

We crossed Bridge Street on to High Street, where vaults beneath tell the story of the older 
structures now used, at least in one case, for wine storage.  We made our way into Castle Park, 
location of the castle established by the Normans who displaced the Anglo-Saxons.  At some time
after the Norman conquest of England a motte-and-bailey was erected on the present site. The area
was heavily damaged by air raids and the original street pattern here wasn't retained so it is no
longer evident. St Peter's, though, the mother church still stands, a shell, abandoned to serve as a
war memorial, and this is probably close to the original centre of the settlement. Nearby is the tower
of St Mary le Port church, which when excavated showed signs of Saxon settlement and wall. Today
it's a Scheduled Ancient Monument[4] which during the latter years of the 20th century was surrounded
by the ghastly buildings of Norwich Union and the Bank of England. 

Bristol boasted numerous churches created by landowners and parishes, and four are found together
at the cross roads of Wine St, Corn St, Broad St and High St. In the Middle Ages the city was such
an important port that it was created the first metropolitan borough outside of London. At the corner
of Wine Street and High Street is where stood the Market High Cross, erected in 1373 to mark Bristol's
establishment as a County, distinct from Somerset and Gloucestershire.  Moved by the modernisers
of the 1730s and then in 1765 acquired by Henry Hoare it can now be seen in the grounds of his
mansion at Stourhead. At least it was saved
from the Blitz. On the corner of the crossroads
once stood a notable Bristol building, the
'Dutch House.' It was severely damaged by
an air raid in 1940 but, according to Bob,
could have been saved but planners wanted
wider roads for the buses! Bob told us he'd
been inside neighbouring houses and seen
their medieval basements and roof structures. 

On to Corn Street where the church of St
Ewen was subsumed by the Old Council
House designed by Smirke (Bank of England).
Opposite was the Exchange with the nails
outside for payment. Bob told us the Georgian
interiors of the Exchange are intact behind
plasterboard partitions. We walked down
Broad Street, a street with an amazing range
of architectural styles and which includes the
Guildhall, no longer used and due to become
a hotel soon.  Off to one side is Taylors Court.
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Figure 1
St John’s Church Gate.
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Its layout is typical of housing and land use in the 
Middle Ages, corresponding to earlier fields. The 
buildings include Bristol's earliest example of jettied
construction (now heavily rendered). The Merchant
Tailors Hall (now student housing) was one of the 
principal guilds of medieval Bristol and controlled 
access to St John's churchyard. The modern building
here, 'Fitzharding', is named after a wealthy Bristolian
later to be ennobled as Lord Berkeley. 

By now the weather was cold, getting windier, so 
we sheltered in Christ Church at the end of the service
where we received a warm welcome and were given 
a tour by Bob's colleague from the Bristol and 
Gloucestershire Archaeological Society. 

Back in Broad Street we passed Edward Everard's
printing works, a Guttenburg/Morris arts and crafts
building now, sadly, only a frontage.  At the end of
Broad Street is St Johns, one of the original five gate
churches, built on the city wall.  It includes statues of
the mythical founders of Bristol and a crypt. Next door
was another church, its tracery seen when the 
spectacularly ugly concrete building was built here in
the 1960's. The church site later became a mill for
Barilla (seaweed) used for glass manufacture!  

Beyond this gate was the port. The River Frome was dredged to widen it, but as ships got bigger
they became too large and got caught sideways on the tide, many breaking their backs, and thus 
Bristol's pre-eminence as an important port began to decline. Along Bell Street we followed the line of
the city wall and could see the difference in height through a medieval alley stepped down to the 
ancient portside red light district. ARRR Jim lad etc. Then along Small Street, back towards Corn Street
and via the 19th century law courts (also due to become an hotel), which is on the site of medieval
buildings – with untouched archaeology below. 

Ending back on Corn Street near the site of St
Leonard/Lawrence's Gate, Bob had intended to get
us back to St Nicholas church near our starting point
at the bridge. St Nicholas, of medieval origins, was
once home to the Bristol Council Archaeology 
Department and is now scheduled to be a church
again! The weather though had won, but what a 
history crammed into this part of the city, Huge
thanks to Bob and the congregation of Christchurch
and to the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological
Society. 

Bob's book 'Bristol: A Worshipful Town and Famous
City: An Archaeological Assessment' is for sale on
Amazon. Robert Jones was the City Archaeologist
for Bristol City Council from 1992 until his retirement
in 2016. Prior to this he was a Senior Field Officer
with Bristol Museum Field Archaeology Unit. He is a
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries and member of
the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists. 
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Figure 2
Edward Everad’s printing works.
Figure 3 below
The interior of Christ Church. 

He
nr

y L
ow

e

He
nr

y L
ow

e



highly informative tour of Gloucester was led by Roger Wilkes. Gloucester was
founded as a military fortress on the River Severn in AD 40-50 by the Romans
and developed into a high status town called Colonia Nervia Glevensis 

(Glevum), until the fall of the Roman Empire and the Battle of Dyrham in 577AD.

An abbey was founded (on the site of the present Cathedral) by the Mercian King 
Osric of Hwicce when the city was replanned and refortified against the Danes by

Queen Aethelflaed (daughter of Alfred the Great), as reflected in today’s street layout. During the
reign of Edward the Confessor, Gloucester was one of three cities (the others being London and
Winchester) where the King held his Great Council meetings. It was at one of those meetings that
King William I commissioned the Domesday Book! Gloucester continued to prosper under the 
Plantagenet kings - Henry III was crowned at St Peter’s Abbey church in 1216 and Edward II was
buried at St Peter’s in 1327, attracting a great number of visitors and pilgrims, the proceeds from
which enabled the church to be enlarged to resemble the magnificent Cathedral as it is today. 

his excursion in June 2018 was to visit three small village churches on the
edge of the Mendip Hills. Lying within a five mile radius, they all date from
around the 11th century, have fine towers, are Grade I or II* listed and are 

associated with the Hippisley family (of Ston Easton Manor). 

Our guide for the evening was Bob Medland and he regaled us all with the wonderful    
histories of the three churches. We were very lucky as it was a warm evening when 
we met at Emborough Church (Fig.1), situated in an open and exposed location on

the Mendip Hills. Settlement in the area dates back to local Roman lead mines and prehistoric burial
mounds. From the 18th century the hamlet lay on the Bath-Wells turnpike road. The manor was
owned by the Hippisley family from 1570 but, before that, in his will William Hypsley left a cow to the
church in 1524. The parish has had a population of less than 200 since the mid 19th century so with
just a few houses around to support services in 1978 the church was transferred to the Redundant
Churches Fund (now The Churches Conservation Trust). This Grade II* listed church dates from the
12th century with later alterations - but it may have Saxon origins. The interior has a Georgian
gallery and a barrel shaped roof to the nave. Externally the crossing tower is unusual for so small a
church whilst the colour-washed walls replicate its pre-Victorian appearance and make it a prominent
feature visible from many miles around. 
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Figure 1
The BACAS group with Bob Medland outside Emborough Church. 

AGloucester Old
City Walk 

May 18 Guided
by Roger Wilkes

Roger Wilkes

A Visit to Three
North Somerset

Churches
Guided by 

Bob Medland

Fiona Medland

T

Gi
ll V

ick
er

y



We then moved on to
Ston Easton. The 
original name of this 
village was ‘Estone’ 
signifying the east town
on account of its 
easterly situation from
Chewton Mendip, the 
hundred town. Every
county at this time was
split into one hundred
parishes and each
parish had the largest
village as its hundred
town. From the 12th
century it became
known as Stony Easton,
doubtless from the 
local abundance of
Mendip stone of good
quarrying quality. Again
Grade II* listed the
church can be dated
from the 11th century
with a 15th century 
3-stage tower in classic
Somerset style. The
most striking interior 
feature is the Norman
chancel arch – carefully
dismantled and rebuilt
as part of a significant
rebuilding in the 19th
century by Arthur 
Blomfield – with some
interesting memorials 
to the Hippisley-Coxe 
family of Ston Easton
Manor. 

The tour ended at St James’ Church, Cameley,
the highlight of the evening. This tiny and delightful
church, is given a ‘2 star’ accolade in Simon 
Jenkins’ Book ‘Thousand Best English Churches’
and was described by Betjeman as a ‘Rip van 
Winkle church’. Grade I listed, externally its 
impressive 15th century red-sandstone tower 
contrasts with blue lias stone used for the rest of
the building. But it is the interior which is most 
extraordinary (Fig.2), having escaped restoration
during the Victorian era. As well as having some
fabulous wall-paintings dating from the 12th century
onwards (Fig,3), the pews and other fittings date
from the middle ages onwards. We spent plenty 
of time here to appreciate fully this extraordinary 
little church.  
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Figure 2 above
The interior of St James’ Church Cameley. 
Figure 3 right
Medieval wall painting in Cameley Church.
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artin Green, archaeologist, farmer, curator and writer came to speak to
BACAS in December 2017. He was our guide to Down Farm, which included
the museum, which consists of three rooms - local archaeology, fossils 

(mainly from the Jurassic coast) and a small rural life collection. The archaeology 
collections, of all periods, have been discovered very locally, many from the farm 
itself. Some very rare examples of local Prehistoric Rock Art are nationally important 
finds.The walk began at Fir Tree field to see the “Great Shaft” a remarkable natural 
feature which was an important place from the 5th millennium BC to the end of the 
3rd. Seventeen radiocarbon dates recovered from it spanned the Meso/Neo and

Neo/BA transitions.Continuing the walk we saw Martin’s restoration of the Bronze Age pond and bowl
barrows he excavated in the 1980s and also the recently excavated section of the Dorset Cursus and
continuing excavations undertaken by Southampton University on the early Iron Age settlement in 
adjacent Home Field. See the ‘Digital Digging’ website for more information on these sites. 
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he Somerset & Dorset
railway around the
north of Shepton Mallet

required significant engineering
works involving several viaducts
and tunnels to bring the railway
around the town. During the

walk we heard about the history of this part
of the line from construction in 1872-74
through to subsequent use in Concorde 
development during the 1960s. The walk 
included the tunnels which unlike the Two
Tunnels path in Bath are still bike-free! They
are however unlit! 

The Shepton
Mallet Tunnels
April 18 Guided 

by Tim Lunt

Roger Wilkes
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Figure 1 
Martin Green discusses the cursus ditch at Cranbourne with the BACAS group.


