
Three Somerset Churches : Thursday 12th June 2025 at 6.30pm

Excursion organiser: Bob Medland

Phone: 01761 452959 Mobile : 07702 537000

Although this has become a bit of a yearly event it appears that there are still a few
churches we haven’t done. This year all the churches are in the Chew Valley. 

Chewton Mendip: The church of St Mary Magdalene – Grade I listed. 

The church has Saxon origins, with the register commencing in 560. Building took
place over the 12th to 16th centuries with some restoration in 1865. With links to the
Carthusian monks from 1441, it incorporates several Norman features including the
north doorway. The tower is in the Somerset style and is simply spectacular.

East Harptree: The church of Saint Laurence – Grade II* listed.

The original 12th-century church was expanded in the 13th century and the tower
added in the 15th. The three-stage west tower, which was built in the 15th century
with  an  unusual  polygonal  turret  in  the  north  west  corner  and  a  parapet  with
hunkypunks  below.  There  is  a  fine  monument  inside  to  Sir  John  Newton  who
evidently was a busy man, having 20 children.

Compton  Martin:  St  Michael  the  Archangel  –  Grade  I listed; several  of  the
monuments in the churchyard also have listed status. 

The church was built in the 12th century in the Norman style, the tower being added
in  1441.  Inside  there  is  lovely  Norman  vaulting  in  the chancel  and  aisles  with
clerestory lights above. 

Meeting time and place.

Meet at 18:30 in the Church car
park of Chewton Mendip; 
satnav BA3 4SW. It is a very 
narrow lane up to the car park.

East Harptree : BS40 6BD.      
Compton Martin : BS40 6JQ

Car-parking is limited at all 
churches so please make 
arrangements for car-sharing if 
at all possible. 

Dress for outdoor walking
A visit to the Ring o’ Bells pub in Compton Martin is anticipated afterwards.

Please remember that you are responsible for your own safety and 
by joining this BACAS walk you do so at your own risk


