Watching Brief: Lansdown Barrows (ST725687)

Note of a Watching Brief undertaken on the morning of 17 June 2026 during the
digging by workmen of a small rectangular trench for the erection of an information
board about the Lansdown Barrows (trench location in red: Figure 1). The weather was
light drizzle during the excavation of the trench and the erection of the sign-board.

The trench, when fully dug, measured approximately 85cm long, 25cm wide and 40cm
deep. Below the turf layer, the trench fill consisted of dark-earth to a depth of some
30cm. This fill overlay a dark yellow subsoil of sandy-clay (Figure 2 & Figure 3). The
dark-earth fill yielded some material of early-modern date. The sandy-clay was sterile.

The dark earth topsoil was examined and coarse-sieved as it was excavated. From just
below the turf line scraps of metal and broken bottle glass were recovered, likely
recently deposited. Deeper into the fill, finds included several shards of broken
crockery, fragments of red tile, fragments of clay pipe stems, three small pieces of
charcoal and a bead (Figure 4). The bead, when later cleaned, was identified as a
millefiori glass trade bead (Figure 5).

Overall, the finds from deeper in the dark-earth fill would be consistent in nature and
in date as material deposited by people in early modern times, perhaps during the
annual Lansdown Fairs (10™ August) or during a casual visit, or visits, to the barrows
on other occasions. The finds could date to anytime from Georgian through Victorian
times (roughly AD 1700 — 1900).
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Figure 1: Trench Location (in red)




Figure 2: Excavated Trench (looking from NE to SW)




Figure 3 : Excavated Trench (looking from SW to NE)




Figure 4: Selected Finds (all uncleaned, bead at bottom right)).

Figure 5: Millefiori Glass Trade Bead (after cleaning)




